
1 

 

 

 

                                ENGLISH   FOR   LAW  

                     English language practice for lawyers 

 

 

 

Contents 

 

Law and legal profession....................................................................................5    
 

Access to a lawyer.....................................................................................................................6 

Estoppel .....................................................................................................................................6  

Rule of law, judicial review, due process................................................................................7 

Retroactive law......................................................................................................................... 8 

No win no fee.............................................................................................................................9 

European court in judicial selection crisis............................................................................10 

Judicial precedent........................................................................................................... ........11 

Notaries....................................................................................................................................12 

The role of judges in a modern democracy...........................................................................13 

The role of juries.....................................................................................................................16 

Case law..................................................................................................................... ..............17 

From the Code of Conduct for European Lawyers.............................................................18 

Principle of Privilege...............................................................................................................1 

Test yourself.............................................................................................................................21 

 

Criminal law.......................................................................................................23 

 

Abuse of Process......................................................................................................................24 

Extracts from the Resolution of the XVIIIth International 

                Congress of Penal law 2009....................................................................................24 

Contempt of court...................................................................................................................26 

Criminal Law Convention on Corruption............................................................................28 

Guardian News Media Ltd v ABCD.....................................................................................28 

Judgment and sentence for direct criminal contempt of R.................................................29 

Criminal law elements............................................................................................................30 

Criminal procedure case...................................................................................................... ..31 

Habeas Corpus........................................................................................................................33 

Plea Bargain.............................................................................................................................33 

Junk science threat to justice.................................................................................................34 

Lawful arrests and detention.................................................................................................34 

Necessity and consent in English law....................................................................................35 

Regina v Brown............................................................................................................... ........37 

R v Foran.................................................................................................................................37 

Restorative justice...................................................................................................................38 

Reversal of conviction....................................................................................................... ......41 



2 

 

Roe v Wade...................................................................................................... ........................42 

Strict Liability............................................................................................................. ............43 

United States v Ruiz................................................................................................................43 

Test yourself................................................................................................................ .............44 

 

Civil litigation ....................................................................................................49 

 
Civil procedure........................................................................................................................50 

Burden of proof in a civil case................................................................................................52 

Civil Procedure: conduct and costs.......................................................................................53 

Tort...........................................................................................................................................54 

Subpoena..................................................................................................................... .............54 

Civil evidence case...................................................................................................................55 

Tenet et al. v Doe et ux..................................................................................................... .......57 

Causation.................................................................................................................................59 

Complaint.................................................................................................................... ............60 

Injunction.................................................................................................................................62 

Kleyman et al. v Obama et al.................................................................................................63 

Case..........................................................................................................................................64 

Tobacco Co. sues Australia....................................................................................................65 

Tort case...................................................................................................................................66 

Test yourself.............................................................................................................................68 

 

Contract .............................................................................................................73 

 
Clauses......................................................................................................................................74 

Examples of clauses.......................................................................................................... .......75 

Agreement................................................................................................................................76 

From an Employment Contract.............................................................................................78 

English Contract Law.............................................................................................................79 

The language of clauses...................................................................................................... ....81 

Frustration...............................................................................................................................85 

From Judgment.......................................................................................................................85 

Hadley v Baxendale.................................................................................................................87 

Answer to Complaint.......................................................................................................... ....89 

From a Mutual Confidentiality Agreement..........................................................................92 

 

The European Union law.................................................................................95 

 
Principles of European Union Law.......................................................................................96 

The legal system of the EU................................................................................................... ..97 

Underline the main clause......................................................................................................99 

Joined cases................................................................................................................. ...........101 

The European Court of Justice............................................................................................103 

Press Release..........................................................................................................................104 

Council of Europe Declaration on Freedom of Media.......................................................106 

The Court of Justice declares the Data Retention Directive invalid................................106 

Harmonisation of law in EU.................................................................................................107 

S.A.S. v France.............................................................................................................. ........108 



3 

 

Green Paper on Succession and Wills.................................................................................110 

The European Small Claims Procedure..............................................................................111 

European Commission v Poland..........................................................................................112 

European Arrest Warrant...................................................................................................114 

 

Human rights...................................................................................................117 

 
Iraqi Civilians Group Litigation..........................................................................................118 

Killer Robots..........................................................................................................................119 

A.B. v Switzerland.................................................................................................................119 

DNA data ruling....................................................................................................................120 

S. and Marper v the UK.......................................................................................................121 

Right to a fair trial................................................................................................................122 

Firth and others v UK........................................................................................................ ...125 

Surrogacy case.......................................................................................................................127 

Soering v UK................................................................................................................. .........128 

 

Property law.....................................................................................................129 

 
Personal property..................................................................................................................130 

Zarb et al. v Parry et al.........................................................................................................131 

Amount of damages............................................................................................................ . 133 

Case report.............................................................................................................................134 

Proprietary Estoppel.............................................................................................................136 

Popov v Hayashi....................................................................................................................138 

Issues arising in cross-border successions..........................................................................140 

Cease and desist.....................................................................................................................141 

True or False..........................................................................................................................143 

Which terms are defined below................................................................................... .......144 

Supply the missing word .....................................................................................................144 

 

Intellectual Property.......................................................................................145 

 
Intellectual property.............................................................................................................146 

Intellectual Property Assignment........................................................................................148 

Passing Off.............................................................................................................................149 

Trademark case 1..................................................................................................................150 

Trademark case 2.................................................................................................... ..............150 

 

Miscellaneous...................................................................................................155 

 
Counter-terrorism.................................................................................................................156 

Explain the meaning of each extract...................................................................................157 

From International Treaties................................................................................................158 

Civil and criminal proceedings............................................................................................159 

Complete the text.......................................................................................................... ........161 

From Rules of International Court of Justice....................................................................162 

United Nations Charter........................................................................................................162 

From the Attorney’s Manual.............................................................................................. 163 



4 

 

Jurisdictional Immunity of the State.................................................................................. 164 

Motion to the US Supreme Court for Stay of Execution.................................................. 165 

Probate.................................................................................................................................. 167 

Appeal to The Supreme Court of the UK.......................................................................... 167 

United States v Nixon........................................................................................................... 170 

State Immunity......................................................................................................................171 

 

Correspondence...............................................................................................173 

 

Exercises...........................................................................................................187                                                                                                      

 
A. Complete the sentences....................................................................................................188 

B. Synonyms.................................................................................................................. ........188 

C. Multiple choice.................................................................................................................188 

D. Deemed or Construed?....................................................................................................197 

E. Mistakes.............................................................................................................................197 

F. Prepositions.......................................................................................................................199 

G. Phrasal Verbs...................................................................................................................200 

H. Latin terms............................................................................................................... ........201 

I. Word formation.................................................................................................................203 

J. Words with special meaning in Legal English................................................................205 

K. Identify the main clause...................................................................................................208 

 

Key....................................................................................................................211 

 

Acknowledgements......................................................................................... 247 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       


